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Vatu-i-Ra Seascape
Stretching across the channel that links Fiji’s two main islands of
Viti Levu and Vanua Levu is a blue-green jewel of forest and reef.
Called Vatu-i-Ra, the seascape and its vibrant seas are laced with
coral reefs, masses of colourful reef fish and sea turtles, while the
adjoining landscape of coastal forests is alive with crested iguanas
and tree frogs. It is a place where humpback whales come to bear
calves, black noddy sea birds congregate to nest and dolphins rest
in the lee of reefs after their nights chasing pelagic fish, squid and
shrimp into the deep.
The Vatu-i-Ra Seascape, which includes the provinces of Bua,
Lomaiviti, Ra and Tailevu and their adjacent waters, is nourished by
the deep Vatu-i-Ra and Lomaiviti Passages. The currents generated
from squeezing the sea through narrow channels down to 700 metres
support an astounding diversity of life including coastal and offshore
fisheries. The seamounts and pinnacles are a haven for divers, who
travel from all over the world to see the spectacular colours and
sights of the Vatu-i-Ra Seascape.
Fijian culture, economy and our people’s well-being are highly reliant
and centered on the habitats, species and the ecosystem services
the seascape provides. Vatu-i-Ra provides food and livelihoods
to over 116,000 people living across the seascape. Today, the
natural resources on which so many people depend are under
threat. Poor land-based practices and increased demands for cash
income and materials goods, coupled with growing populations
and access to markets have led to substantial increased pressure
on those resources. Uncontrolled extraction, poor compliance and
enforcement of national laws means forest and fisheries resources
are, or close to being, fully exploited.

Local communities have strong historical and cultural connections
to their natural resources, and have maintained their traditional
management practices such as tabu (temporal fisheries closures)
within their fishing grounds. If carefully supported and empowered,
they can become strong stewards of their natural environment.
A growing understanding of the importance of taking a holistic
ecosystem based management approach is resulting in strong,
unprecedented partnerships between national government,
provincial offices, communities, private sector, non-government
organisations and research institutions.
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Total area: over 27,000 square kilometres of coastal lands
and seas
Networks of community managed marine areas, including
Namena, the nation’s largest ‘no take’ reserve where
fishing is prohibited
At least 120 plant species unique to the area
Over 300 reef building coral species
More than 1,000 fish species
Important habitat for reef and deeper water sharks
Important area for migratory whales and turtles, as well as
dolphins
Supports endangered populations of bumphead parrotfish
and humphead wrasse
World class diving destination, attracting approximately
36,000 tourists per year
Annual value of tourism and fisheries in the seascape
estimated at FJD 72 million (USD 35 million)

Our Vision

Our Conservation Strategies
There are five strategies focusing on conservation efforts in the Vatu-iRa Seascape. These include:

The Vatu-i-Ra Seascape is made up of healthy, resilient
forests that are connected to and sustain rivers,
mangroves and coral reefs, and where coral reefs
teem with whales, turtles, sharks, humphead wrasse,
and abundant food fishes that are managed to support
sustainable livelihoods and Fijian culture.

• Taking a holistic ecosystem based management (EBM)
approach to planning the conservation and use of natural resources.
These include efforts to develop provincial integrated coastal
management plans in Ra and Bua Provinces, district EBM plans in
Bua and Cakaudrove Provinces, and island-scale management plans
in Lomaiviti Province.
• Strengthening capacity and promoting wise governance with
government and traditional resource owners, to make informed
management decisions and enforce customary and national rules
and regulations.
• Supporting the establishment and effective management of locally
managed marine areas and good fishing practices, to ensure
community fishing grounds remain healthy and productive, and
continue to support the livelihoods and food security of our people.
• Identifying and establishing effective offshore marine managed
areas adjacent to community fishing grounds, to manage the unique
biodiversity, fisheries and other ecosystem services the seascape
provides.
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• Developing innovative sustainable financing mechanisms to
support conservation and sustainable management efforts in the
seascape.
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